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A HUMBLE HOME IN HOLLAND
If you were on the island of Walcheren, in the estuary of the
Scheldt, and could enter some of the homes, this is what you
would probably see. Note the proud young mother with her
first-born, the model boat and tiling over the mantel and the
atmosphere of simplicity. Throughout Walcheren the land
must be guarded by dykes and dunes from the inroads of the sea.

among highly cultivated fields and went north
gardens, so, to Stark, Holland appeared
to'be a country of wpnderfully neat
and dean towns, with their red-roofed
houses compactly snuggling around the
great belfries which the - Dutch have-
reared as if to defy the flatness of their
grassy meadows.

The1 Persistent Dutch.

This land of bulb gardens and dairy
farms is the hope of the most orderly,
the most persistent fighters and the
most tireless workers in Western Europe.
For long generations these phlegmatic
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Dutchmen have fought
to keep the sea out by
strong and well-kept
dykes, to drain their
lowlands by means of
steam pumps and wind-
mills and by canals.

Draining the Sea,
They have not only
kept the water out, they
have also won back
from it some of the land
it stole ; they are still
winning it back, for large
parts of the Zuydcr Zee
have been drained by
clever Dutch engineers
and have become dry
land/ adding many
thousands of rich acres
to the kingdom of the
Netherlands, Lands
thus reclaimed are called
polders; near Haarlem
there is a very famous
one which in spring is
a rich many-coloured
carpet of flowers, whose
bulbs arc gathered,
graded and sent all over
the world inhere there
are gardens and where
the climate will permit
tulips and hyacinths to
flourish.
From Delft, Stark
across meadowlands cut
into a thousand patterns by canals
and dykes, with here and there
gaunt windmills with arms awhirl, or
the great brown sails of vessels that
seein to be voyaging overland, so
unexpectedly do they rise from the
plain of green that stretches un-
broken to ^the horizon. These canals
are highways as well as drainage
canals; in summer they are crowded
with schutys, boiers, and the markt-
schepen (market boats), in which the
farmers take their produce to market;
in winter they are glassy roads over